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Why should not the house of Borgia do as
much ? Caesar went on embassy to Louis XIT.
at Chinon ; he married Charlotte of Navarre*
being now Duke of Valentinois; and when
Louis entered Milan as a conqueror (October
6, 1499), the Pope's captain-general set
about reducing the tyrant lords of Romagna
with a nondescript army of hired ruffians*
French, Spaniards, and Italians.

Caesar captured Faenza, menaced Florence,
and was bought off with a large ransom, while
Alexander blessed the partition of Naples be-
tween France and Spain, humbled the Colonna?i
and had his daughter Lucrezia married 'to
Alfonso d'Este. On the last day of December,
1502, Caesar had all his worst enemies in hand
at Sinigaglia. Having taken them by a tran-
scendent act of treachery, whom he would he
slew; and the Pope, not to be more scrupulous^
smote the rest of the Orsini, and left their
Cardinal to die in Sant' Angelo. Men
trembled and admired. There seemed no
reason why Caesar should not make himself
king of Italy. The French lost Naples
again in May* 1503 In August Rome was
visited with malarial fever. Alexander and
Caesar both sickened of it. On August 18
the Pope died, and with him every hope of